Fetal diagnosis and management of congenital heart disease.
Fetal echocardiography has had a significant impact on the diagnosis and management of congenital heart disease. Although the fetal circulation is quite forgiving for many heart lesions, other flow abnormalities gravely affect fetal physiology. Serial studies have given us a window to observe the natural history of many lesions that progress during gestation. Although fetal cardiac surgery is not yet a viable alternative to neonatal repair, fetal intervention on noncardiac disorders has had limited success and the field is growing. Fetal diagnosis remains an integral part of the management of children with cardiac lesions.